
Dear Windham Center School Community, 

 

We can probably all agree that weôve had enough snow this winter, and we all look for-

ward with anticipation to the first day of spring, March 20th.  With the approach of 

spring also comes testing.  The results of our fall NECAP tests were mailed home re-

cently and we encourage you to contact your childôs teacher to discuss the results of 

these important assessments.  Students will soon participate in NWEA Testing in the 

areas of mathematics, reading, and language.  We will send home results following the 

conclusion of these tests in early April. 

 

Weôve had much to celebrate in February.  Of particular note were our winter concerts, 

Jump Rope for Heart Day, and our Valentineôs Day Luncheons. We all enjoyed the 

band and violin concerts that showcased Center Schoolôs many talented students.  We 

especially appreciated the opportunity to come together as a community.  Thank you to 

all of the parents and family members who attended!! 

 

In March, there are many events that are certain to be memorable as well. In particular, 

we look forward to the Fourth Grade School House Rock Presentation at Windham 

High School, Spirit Week, and our Health and Wellness Fair.  Stu-

dents and family members alike thoroughly enjoy these special 

events that bring our Center School community together.  

 

Happy Spring! 

 

Sincerely, 

Kori Alice Becht and Kathryn Bates 

Principally Speakingé. 

Conferences  
NEWééPTC Wizard:  Parent Conferences are right around the cornerðApril 20th and 

21st.  With this in mind we are pleased to offer you an online program called ñPTC Wizardò 

in order to schedule conference with your childôs teachers.  You will have the opportunity to 

use a direct link provided on our website between April 4th and 15th.  We have included 

directions on page six of this newsletter.  

  

If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Anthony, a member of our WCS staff .  Mrs. 

Anthonyôs email  address is janthony@windhamsd.org  or call extension 2060.  We look 

forward to seeing you at the Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

Dates to Remember  

February 28-March 4ï Spirit Week 

March 1-4 Dr. Seuss Read Across America 

March 2ï Fourth Grade Trip to WHSï School House Rock 

March 9ï Health and Wellness Fair 

March 16ï Teacher Workshop Day (No School) 

March 28ï NWEA Testing Begins 
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The Artist in Residence will be returning the week of March 7th to work with the 5th Sci-

ence & Art teachers to incorporate glazing into their lesson plans. 

Fitness Boot Camp will be running another session starting on March 7 and running until 

April 15th.  The cost is $59.00 and bus transportation will be provided to Flex Appeal.  

Pick-up will be at 4:30pm.  Please contact Mrs. Lichtmann.  Classes will be held on Mon-

days and Wednesdays. 

Health Fair 

Please be reminded that the re-scheduled Health Fair will take place at Windham High 

School on March 9th from 7-8:30.  The homeroom with the most students in attendance will win a free PE 

class.   

NHHEAF 

Students in the 5th grade will have a presenter from the New Hampshire Higher Education Foundation 

(NHHEAF).  Students will begin to explore the importance of higher education and how academics play an 

important role in their everyday lives. 

A Note From Guidance ...  

Third grade is looking forward to an exciting time this month!   We are so proud of our third graders for all the 

knowledge that has been ñsavedò in their brains. Math is ñtaking shapeò with a study of geometry.  We will be 

learning about congruent shapes, symmetry and the names of all shapes.  Do you know what a hexagon is?  As 

usual we are constantly working on computation skills and problem solving skills with addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division.  Please take some time to help your children memorize those math facts! 

We have also jumped into our Fairy Tale unit with reading, writing and art activities.  Using computers has 

been a fun way to publish and illustrate our own fairy tales.    The third graders have had some great times 

reading the fairy tales.  Poetry is also starting with the beginning of spring! 

Now that we are full fledged meteorologists, we are going to put those weather instru-

ments to good use and predict the weather as well as all other meteorologists!   

Looking forward to the first day of spring!  

A Note From Grade 3...  

FYI - Breakfast will not be offered on any Early Release or Delayed Opening days. 

Reminder:  There are no dismissals after 2:30 pm from the Main Office due to safety issues.  If you need to 

dismiss your child, please arrange to come to the office before 2:30 pm or send a note with the student to his or 

her homeroom teacher to be released to the car dismissal line at the end of the school day.  This dismissal takes 

place at 2:50 pm in the back of the building. 

A Note From The Office...  

The next Yearbook Club will meet on March 3rd and March 17th.  Photographers will meet at 8am in the Café 

and Creative Designers will meet in the Media Center from 3-4:00pm.  If you have any pictures to upload 

please see Mrs. Lichtmann or Mrs. LaRochelle.  

Yearbook Information...  



A Note From Grade 4...  

A Note From Grade 5...  

 

This winter has been a year for snow lovers for sure. Rumor has it that spring is quickly approaching.   Many 

of us wondered if we would ever see a five-day week again, but donôt worry, we will be awarded those days 

back in June.  Get those fans now while the demand is low! 

The fourth grade has taken this season by storm.  Many have begun reading excerpts from Theme 3 in Lan-

guage Arts, as well as literature books including Socks, Frindle, and Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.  Multi -

digit multiplication and long division fill our days in math.  We are feeling lucky with the study of the solar 

system and simple machines in the world of science.  The NH counties and famous people from 

NH bring magic in Social Studies classes.     

 Letôs hope the leprechaun brings a pot full of warmer weather.  Students are reminded that 

coats are necessary even for temperatures in the balmy 40ôs and 50ôs.  Letôs stay healthy and 

ring in the new season with a smile. 

Here we are with Valentineôs Day behind us and a look toward the future of spring!  Our fifth graders 

have been very busy enjoying our Valentine classroom parties as well as the family luncheons held in the cafe-

teria.  They are eagerly anticipating the upcoming Battle of the Books that arrives in mid-March, and they are 

preparing for a restful February vacation. Upon their return, the week of February 28th-March 4th, the students 

will enjoy Dr. Seussô ñRead Across Americaò week, where they will participate in various activities, including 

the opportunity to dress up as their favorite Dr. Seuss character! 

In Language Arts the students are entering Theme 4, ñExpress Yourselfò, where they are reading and respond-

ing to non-fiction literature pieces based on work authors have written about their own or other individualsô 

personal experiences; the students continue to work with pronouns and are developing their skills with adjec-

tive and verb usage. 

In Math students have entered the world of parts and wholes.  Yes, you guessed it, the wonderful world of 

fractions!  Naming them, adding them, subtracting them, and finding Lowest Common Denominators to help 

them when those pesky unlike denominators appear. J 

In Social Studies our students are immersing themselves in the study of American Colonies including the 

Northeast, Middle and Southern Colonies.  They will begin to study the American Revolution, and will be tak-

ing a view into the lives of the former presidents and their First Ladies. 

We hope everyone has a restful February Vacation and returns refreshed to kick off the continuation of the 

2010/2011 school year. 



Third Grade  
As the school year moves on, our third graders are continuing to learn more songs on their re-

corders. They are being encouraged to listen and adjust their hand position in order to produce a 

pleasant sound.  They will be earning badges for each song they learn in March. They will be learning how to 

play ñAu Clair De La Lune,ò ñRolling Merrily,ò ñGo To Sleep,ò and ñExcerpt From Symphony No.7ò by 

Ludwig van Beethoven!  They will be singing songs that reinforce math facts and their weather units. Ask 

them to perform ñConga Math ñ for you! They will also be experimenting with music composition by using a 

music software program called, ñGroovy Jungle.ò 

Fourth Grade 

Our fourth graders are going to be performing songs for a Supreme Court Chief Justice at the new Windham 

High School auditorium!   They will be performing ñThe Preambleò and ñJust a Billò from the Broadway Jun-

ior collection of Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr.  On their recorders, they will be learning a few more challenging 

songs that they can play along with xylophones, metallophones and other pitched and non-pitched percussion 

instruments. This will reinforce unity, reading and playing in an ensemble.  They will be learning ñòRockinô 

Along,ò ñPizza Polkaò and ñGo Tell Aunt Rhodyò from their Be A Recorder Starò method book. 

Fifth Grade 

Our fifth graders will be composing music to go with artwork and poems they created in both music and art 

class in a music lab that is set up in the media center.  They will be continuing to learn how to play the piano 

and will use Finale notation software to create music to enhance our song writing and original artwork. They 

will be memorizing the ñRap of the Presidentsò which will help them to learn the presidents in order in a both 

fun and unforgettable way! They will be learning songs from the ñBroadway Junior Collection of School 

House Rock Liveò which they will perform for you on Wednesday, May 25th at 9:30AM at the new Wind-

ham High School in the auditorium!  All students have the wonderful opportunity of being involved in 

this performance!   

A Note From Music...  

Type to Learn Software Download 

To use Type to Learn 4 at home, students need to download and install the program to their home computer from the site 

http://ttl4.sunburst.com/downloads. Students then use the activation code that has been sent home, in order to log in and 

continue practicing the keyboarding skills being taught during library classes. At-home practice is optional, but very useful to develop the 

motor-memory skills of keyboarding using correct finger position. Practicing several days a week is ideal. Please be sure that your child 

curves his fingers, resting them on the home row keys (asdf  jkl;). He should look at the screen, not at the keyboard. 

Battle of the Books 

The 5th grade is reading Battle of the Books titles in preparation for class battles March 14-18. The final battle will be held on March 28 in 

the cafeteria. Parents are invited to watch. 4th graders will receive their books the first week of March, to prepare for class battles the week 

of April 11.  

Fisher Cats Tickets Reading Challenge:  

Each student in grades K-12 may earn 2 tickets to a NH Fisher Cats Reading Night baseball game, by reading 5 books outside of the re-

quired school curriculum. Forms have been distributed and must be mailed to the Fisher Cats by April 16. Extra forms are available in the 

library. 

Read Across America Celebration 

February 28:  "Grinch Day"   Wear Green 

March 1:    "Dr. Seuss's Birthday" Dress as your favorite Seuss character, or wear red and white for Cat in the Hat 

March 2    "Wacky Wednesday" Wacky Hair Day 

March 3    "The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins" Wear a Crazy Hat 

March 4    "Fox in Socks Day"  Wear Crazy Socks 

A Note From The Library...  

http://ttl4.sunburst.com/downloads


The third grade students at Center School have been working on clay pinch faces.  The 

students form a lump of clay around half a plastic egg and look at examples of faces before 

pinching and forming their own clay into characters.  These are dried for a week before 

they are fired in the kiln.  Glazing is then painted on the faces and the clay is fired again.  

Students in the third grades are also learning about fore, mid, and backgrounds as they are completing two-line 

landscapes.  These pictures are started by drawing a horizon line and one landscape line, then drawing objects 

of the appropriate size for each area of the picture.  Students will be learning about sources of light and shad-

ing with color pencils to finish the drawing. 

Fourth graders have been working on Celtic knots.  We started with a discussion of the origin of the Celts and 

on what design a Celtic knot is based.  Students started with simple four thread set ups, discussing different 

ways to finish the ends of the threads, and progressed on to multiple thread set ups with cross-overs, pretzels, 

spirals, slides, and bridges.  The final paper will start with three horizontal and five vertical threads, and will 

develop as students add their own endings to the threads, always keeping the over/under pattern continuing 

throughout the entire design.  The completed Celtic knots will be finished by shading with color pencils and 

fine markers. 

The Artist In Residence will be returning the week of March 7th for the fifth grade art classes.  Students will be 

learning how to mix their own glazes and will then be using those on the mural tiles that were made previ-

ously.  The plan is to have the mural installed during the week of our April vacation.  We have finished work-

ing on the computers creating stacks in HyperStudio, this project is being continued in music classes with Mrs. 

Fothergill.  Students will complete their poems and add sound effects to the cards.  Students are continuing 

work on their Greek Peristyles in art classes.  Fifth graders are using perspective rules to draw the columns, 

roof, and the courtyards of the peristyles.  When these are completed students will have a choice of materials 

to color their drawings.  

A Note From Art...  

Windham Center School celebrated their eighth annual Jump Rope for Heart Day on Feb. 14th.  

The day was such a success on so many levels!  First, we would like to express our apprecia-

tion to the community for all their donations to the American Heart Association.  With these 

donations, the AHA will continue their efforts to fight heart disease and stroke.  We would also 

like to thank all the PTA members who donated their time to come swing ropes for the stu-

dents.  We would also like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs. Jill Bartlett and her CPR class 

from WHS who spent the day helping to organize and run our event.   Congratulations to all 

the Center School students for their wonderful posters, t-shirts designs and footprints.  Their efforts expressed 

their understanding of the importance of living a healthy lifestyle.   The Jump Rope for Heart day was made so 

special for students knowing they were helping others while exercising and having fun!   

After vacation, students will be receiving information about our upcoming Hoops for Heart and Hockey for 

Heart events!  These events are always great fun and for a great cause!   

A Note From PE ...  

A Note From the Nurse ...  

If your child is going to be absent from school or you know that your child will be tardy and  arrive later than 8:45 am, 

for any reason, please remember to call the safety phone line at 432-7962.   You may also email our nursesô office at:  

wcsnurse@windhamsd.org.  Messages may be left at any time of the day or night.  Be sure to call each day your child is 

absent.  If we do not hear from you and your child is on the absentee list, a Center School safety phone volunteer will 

call you to confirm the absence.  We appreciate your timely calls as it helps us to streamline the process of accounting 

for each student on each school day. 

mailto:wcsnurse@windhamsd.org




 


